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approximated by pronouncing 

t,« /W or Isl farther back i nj^mouth_ 

jcioseequivaientlnEnglish, but may be 
approximated by pronouncing it as Idl farther 
back in the mouth 
no close equivalent in English, but may be 
approximated by pronouncing it as III farther 
back in the mouth 


no close equivalent in English, but may be 
approximated by pronouncing ‘the’ farther 
back in the mouth 


no close equivalent in English: a guttural 
sound in the back of the throat 


no close equivalent in English, 
but may be closely approximated 
_by pronouncing it like the French It/ in ‘ronpe ’ 

as infill, effort and muff 


no close equivalent in English, but may be 

approximated by pronouncing it as fkj farther 



dh 


gh 


long ‘e, as 


mayo 

in eot, beef and see 


"^l^naTsiopTmaybe^iosely approximated by pro¬ 
nouncing it like -f in the Cockney English pronun¬ 
ciation of butter, bu 'er, or the stop sound in uh-oh! 
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in initial 
position) 
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Arabic 

script 

l o ___ ___ 

Pronunciation 

Trans¬ 

literated 

form 

jW 

long ‘o’, as in owe , boat and go 

au, aw 


long ‘a’, as in aid, rain and say 

ay, ai, ei 


Diacritical marks (tashkeel) 


/ Name of 
/ mark 

Pronunciation 

Trans¬ 

literated 

form 

/ fathah / 

very short ‘a’ or schwa 
(unstressed vowel) 

a 

1 kasrah / 

shorter version of ee or schwa 
(unstressed vowel) 

i 

/ danunah / 

shorter version of oo / 

n / 

shaddah 

sukoon / 

a d °“ b,ed consonM ^ f~. 

/ te? 

of a word / absence °f 



^0^ 


<® . i^luwasalla'” 

m pH* A" ihu alayh 


Blessings and p 


( $) ■alayhias-satii” 

ft) radiyaAllahu anhu 

ft) radiyaAllahu 'anhd 
(#) radiyaAllahu 'anhuma 
{&&) radiyaAllahu ‘anhurn 
(jjgp) radiyaAllahu ‘anhuma 


May peace be up° nh,nl 

May Allah be pleased «ith hirn 
May Allah be pleased with her 
May Allah be pleased with bothofthem 

May Allah be pleased with all of them 
‘ with all of them 


May Allah be pleased 
(females only) 
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The Editor 


The Islamic 

Viewpoint on Slavay 

ousact. D erson may become enslaved and tha . 

„ Islam, there is only one way a pemon m y^ ^ raising anIls and 

being anon-Muslimamongpeopte'^ havebeen conquered the 

fighting against the Muslim 0 j releasing them (with or without 

Muslim ruler has the option 0 e t he best interests and safety of 

ransom), and he makes Js to ^ other means of enslaving a 

"“Ti HelSy become enslaved due to poverty, debt, kidnapping, 
committing a crime, voluntarily submitting to slavery, or any other means. 

Islam encourages the freeing of slaves and has made the freeing of a slave 
a form of expiation for sins such as accidental manslaughter, the break g 
of a vow, or voiding a fast by engaging in sexual intercourse. The freeing o 
slaves is also one of the categories upon which the zakah funds should be spent 
(Qur’an 9:60). The Qur’an calls the freeing of a slave an act of righteousness that 
may be performed at any time: 

((Righteous are those who believe in Allah, the Last Day, the angels, the scripture, 
and the prophets; and they give money, cheerfully, to the relatives, the orphans, 
the needy, the wayfarer, the beggars, and to free the slaves. (Qur ’an 2:177) 
In regards to the treatment of slaves, the Prophet Muhammad (j§§) said: 

«They are your brothers whom Allah has put under your authority, so if Allah has 
pul a person’s brother under his authority, let him feed him from what he eats and 

h °!l “ WearS ’ a " d let him not overburden hil " with work, and if 
he does overburden him with work, then let him help him.» (Bukhari) 
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Publisher's Note 


and .hanks belong 

follow in his footsteps until the end of time. 

Unrestricted gender interaction has become one of the major ills prevalent 
among the Muslims today. In fact, it has increased to such an unprecedented level 
that many do not even consider it to be wrong. Nowadays, it seems almost unavoid- 
able, when co-educational institutions and mixed gender weddings are the norm. 


So what is the con-ect stance of Islam on this? Dr. Hatem al-Haj has presented 
a balanced view of mixed gender interaction - detailing both the stricter and more 
lenient view's - supported by Quranic verses, hadiths and scholarly opinions. It is 
hoped that this book will prove to be a useful resource in distinguishing between the 
kinds of interactions that are permissible and the ones that are totally forbidden, and 
in knowing how to conducting oneself when interacting with the opposite gender. 

May Allah accept the efforts of all those who contributed to the production of 
this book, and may it be acceptable to Him, ameen. 


Muhammad Abdul Mohsin AI-Tuwaiiri 

Managing Director 


International Islamic Publishing Hoi 
%adh, Saudi Arabia 
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Him, and we 


seek His 


due. We P raise see k refuge 

hpin and forg lV ; :j 0 f ou rown 


ith Allah 0£)fr° m the eV1 . 


path. Similarly, no one can guide tl 

one whom He allows to go astray. Ibear 

witness that none is worthy of worship 
but Allah (£) and that Muhammad 
(salla Allahu ‘alayhi wa sallam — 
blessings and peace be upon him) is 
His slave and messenger. 

The foundation of this book was a 
paper that I submitted to the sixth annual 
convention of the Assembly of Muslim 
Jurists in America (AMJA). I was asked 
o wnte about the intricacies of the rela 

the 
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jtoiu.yd ^ C^f ^ 

I^'U-asto^e ^ 

aiefil those of my Muslim brothers and Watfl J ‘J=^“ 

isters who get a chance to read it. . t u >.\^1 wiij 

Iso added two chapters to the original S r J 

aner one on mingling in the mosques UUjiM }\ «£jJl ^ 0* 

ie issue of partitions therein, and ' .(cJjiND 


issue of partitions mercm, auu 
r pertaining to online interaction 
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The paper that was originally pre¬ 
sented to AMJA was written in Arabic, 
as per the custom of the fiqh (Islamic 
jurisprudence) assemblies. 1 When I 
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decided to submit it for publication, I 
translated it into English because the 
primary audience is intended to be the 
Muslim community in the West. I had 
the help of other individuals in render¬ 
ing the paper into English, but I have 
carefully reviewed and corrected the 
whole translation. The fact that I am 
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the first time it appears in the text- the te^ W ° rd ° f phraSe 1S Sh ° Wn in italics 
end Of this book. (Editor) ’ mns allso defined in the Glossary found at the 
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curring with this thought. 

Through this book, 1 have attempted ^ U* J* ^ J ^ 

to collect as much evidence as 1 could ^ ^Uf-h 

to present the toj 
have presented t 

much impartiality as possible. 1 have 
tried to raise and discuss issues in light 
ofthe opinions of those who have been (4* j- 4 

endowed with knowledge; at the same \ . ", . t 

time, 1 have tried to explain in more ^ p** 3 ' c_ikjl 11a, 

detail anything 1 found ambiguous in 0 * ‘A ^b53l . 
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others and sisters to exercise 

ey mav read, and to ask Allah (» 

I forgive dte ««er for his mts^ 
also ask my readers to overlook the 

tor and the ambiguities, and to adopt 

jly what conforms to Allah's revela* 


It consists of the P r0 phe t - S; rellglon: “eed, legislation, manners, etc 

-oral traditions: known « u,am 

his knowledge W ' dlng an action that was p er f orm .. 

dln his presence or with 
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. Weseekfefugew ithAU “‘^ e a SI '«H ** $ *+* 3 , * t 

&0ffltheeV rinnewhomAllab(^) 

one can guide the one whom He a cT ,.r • t ' e U?JI 

to go astray. I bear witness that none is % 

worthy of worship but Allah (ft) and . ^ \ y ^ 

thatMnhammad(i) is His slave and - v 

messenger. He conveyed the message Ow Ut. ja.jJl f ji ^ £■' i>* J 


from his Lord (*) with perfection. He 
explained to us the rules of our religion 
with respect to every aspect of life; even 
the People of the Book envied us for his 
explanation. O Allah (i), send peace 
and blessings upon him, his household, 
his Companions and whoever follows 

nent. 


^ ^ ^ nit ^ 

jUt, . , ^ 

' L*]^, 


. ^ llah (S) has created human W 

ln two categories- mai , nbein gs 
^ made them ear t 6 *" ^ ema * e -He 
,heir humanity, a n V He 7 hreSpectt0 
the,n equally with , has addressed 

^ 0\> .L„. V. 


P-l^j 


■&} l£i 

^J.l 
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-,;::S-*" i ’ , " i 

nlte ’ ^n’them and the limits and 

hip between them emmus(be 

esirictions iro P° ^ mas tery 

"fSI,llweande.ee,,nc, 

flbs^s because an unbalanced under- 

tending or application results in great 
,k- individual and the society 


alike. 

The brothers responsible for the 

sixth annual AMJA convention have 

entrusted me with the task of speaking 
about the intricacies of the relationship 
between the sexes as it relates to inter¬ 
mixing, whether in mosques or in social 
and cultural gatherings. I have also been 
asked to discuss the exchange of affec¬ 
tionate emotions between the sexes, the 
gathering of teenagers of both sexes at 
public conferences in order to allow 
them to get to know one another for the 
purpose of marriage, the establishment 
of co-educational Islamic schools, and 
the permissibility of men and women 
shaking hands as a part of American 
culture. 
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It would not be an exaggeration to 
present the contributing issues under the 
title of‘intricacies’, for this is a very 
complicated topic. In fact, I know of 
no other issue in fiqh that is more chal¬ 
lenging to maneuver than this one, in 
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The ruling on 
(intermixing) 


ikhtilat 


5Be fore! discuss the ruling on inter¬ 
mixing, it would be pertinent to define 

this term. What do we mean when we 
refer to this intermixing that is permit¬ 
ted by some scholars and prohibited by 
others? Is it the gathering of men and 
women in one place, or is it men and 
women speaking to one another? Does 
it connote a certain type of speech, joint 
participation in a single activity, eating 
together, jointly attending a lesson or 
lecture, a gathering accompanied by 
entertainment, or a gathering with close 
physical contact? Or is it something else 
altogether? 
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Ikhtilat in the 
language 

Ikhtilat, in Arabic lexicon, refers to 
mixing. This indicates the co-existence 
of two entities, such as the co-existence 
of a disease and a patient, or of two 
oemgs sharing one place. Ibn Paris has 

2'«obontarelatedword,“^fe„s 

Aeneigitborortheonenexttoanother” 

ft could also mean partnership i n busi 
"oss; Allah (*> has said- < And 
indeed, many Iduifatd [ P J. 'of khateet 
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^SfChtsdehn, ^ 

Si no. be possible to make a J * r , :JW 

oera,judement. The default ruling ' n J| ^ 

ch a scenario is only that such gath- , ‘C: J 

mgs are prohibited. That would be an . .< - •*&* 4 J J 

ipropriate stance, justified by the fol- Jp y>\ «» ^ ^ ** J 

wing hadith (a statement of Prophet j^Jl^ ,« t l_Jl JU- 

uhammad [^] that was remembered ~ ‘' t 

id recorded by his Companions and . jyijl j 
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have not left behind me a trial more 

men than women.» (Bukhari *P j&J vUUJl x* 0 , ^ 

») . 
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Ikhtilat in fiq^ 

terminology 

The truth is that the term 1 ikhtilat', or 

..ntermixmg’, cannot be found m *e 

books of fiqh or in the language t 

minologyfofthefiqhseholarsUn- 

goistic definitions- as 1 have pevt- 

ously mentioned -are not very helpfal 
here either, because even though the 

meaning is obvious, this term includes 

a wide variety of situations. This term 
(in the form of a noun) has also not been 
used in the revealed textual sources in 
the context of the relationship between 
men and women. Therefore, even after 
pinpointing the linguistic definition, the 
complexity remains. 


The answer to this question is best ^ jU 1 Jd 

left until the end of this paper, for the - * 

following two quotes by Imam an- ^ ^ 

Nawawi, 6 from his book al-Majmoo \ 


‘ Muhty ad-Deen Abu Zakanya Yahya ibn Sharaf an-Nawawi (631-676 AH) was a 
naiy jurist aud scholar of Hadtth (the collected statements and actions of Prop 
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law). 8 


=Muhammad (*) that, with the Qur'an, form the basts of Islam,c law) and Islan 
history; he combined knowledge with practice. He w as dedicated to worship and as 
ticism, and he was one of two scholars in the later generations considered to be 
highest authorities in the Shafi‘i school. He was bom in Nawa, which was part of S) 
AbuBakr Muhammad ibn lbraheem ibn al-Mundhir an-Naysaboori (242-319 AH) 
a junst, an erudite imam and superb memorizer of Hadtth, and one ofthe shavkt 
, slam - He was hum in Nishapur (in what is now Iran) 
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I will begin by presenting the evi- ^ J "lH 3 ^ . u .» v 

deuce, and then l will go into detail « ij# ^ f *3V, jO ^ ^ 

by discussing the current situation .afcJaJj O 3 

and its implications. Ido not normally ^ 4 ^ ^ 


2 an-Nawawi, al-Majmoo‘, 8:111. 
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^Then whoever argues with you about it ' £ 

after [this] knowledge has come to you ^ £* ^ 

-say: Come, let us call our sons and , 4 £2^ £it~si 

your sons, our women and your women, ^ ^ ^ 

ourselves and yourselves, then suppli- jq ^ 

cate earnestly [together] and invoke the [ 

curse of Allah upon the liars [among 

us].}> (Qur 'an 3:61) 


This was revealed after the verses of 
hijab. 18 It contains an invitation to the 
Christians of Najran to bring together 
on one plain those people mentioned, 
in order to invoke Allah’s curse upon 
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* H j jab lilmlly means 10 cover - '< ref® to concealing, through proper attire, the part of 
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k penalty was flogging or stom fr “ • ^ U }} > f 

Therefore, the confinement of women . 

to their houses should not be constd- .[TV j?-N\ J 

ered the same as their‘remaining’in 

theilhouses. This is because the former ^ ^ j 

is a punishment, whereas the latter is - i 

an honor, an elevation and a command «-LJ\ ^SUj^iSlv^ayii <. j j 
from Allah, Most High, to the best of t . . t » 


women: the Mothers of the Believers 


[the wives of the Prophet [j||]) and all j . \ ». 

Muslim women to come after them. ^ 


The interpretation of the meaning ^ ^ 

«fci, home - 
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!e of them have prohibited, or at 
l expressed their dislike of, women 
ig ou, since that would lead to una- 
lable types of intennixing; however, 
best example was that of the first 
»ration of Muslims. 

\llah, Most High, mentions the :ijL. «rjjj ’J’ ^ 

W ing abont Abraham ( ‘alayhi as- g Jg: » 

m — peace be upon him) and his ^ 

" * fv\ ^1 4?[>j£rZJ 


wite, saran: 

<{And his wife was standing, and she 
smiled. Then We gave her good tidings 
of Isaac, and after Isaac, of Jacob.)* 

(Qur 'an 11: 71) 

Here is the wife of Abraham, the 
father of all the prophets, standing 
before two guests. It must be noted, 
though, that she described herself in 
another place as: 

<(...a barren old woman.)* 

(Qur'an 51:29) 

Allah, Most High, says the following 
regarding Marv 
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<• Evety time Zachariah wen, to her in 
the prayer chamber, he found with her 
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towing about Moses (&> an 

daughters of a pi°us man ' 

(And when he came to the we 

people watering [their flocks], an 
found aside from them two women 
driving back [their flocks]. He said: 
What is your circumstance? They said: 
We do not water until the shepherds dis¬ 
patch [their flocks], and our father is an 
old mm.} (Qur’an 28:23) 

These two women used to go out 

My to water their livestock. On that 
Particular day, Moses (&) spoke to 

inhem th H andWateredtheliVestock 

saytuhi 0 We T’ anobjectorw ^ld 
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principles ofjunsprudence is that the ^ J,*^H y' ^ tU ^ 
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„ 0 I specifically abrogate them. So is the ^ ^ j s x*dl 

issue of intermixing one of * e g u &\o\i .*J-J DU^>I j 

on which religious laws have differed, & ; . 

It may be true that our Sharia con- ^1 ow LJ 0'^' . M** ^ 

tains stricter measures of chastity and j j iLLJl 

abstention (from sexual immorality) . 

than were imposed on others before ^ fciJl dJS C^15 U 

us. Indeed, Allah (fc) has promised to ^ y ^ .&UI j# juiSfl 

preserve the Qur’an, while the other , * 

nations have corrupted their books. It J 5 ^'j O ' 

is He Who has made the matter of male- ^ e jj| ^ t jU^l y> jUNlj 

female relations stricter for us, because 

this particularfitnah (trial or temptation) 

was the most intense one for the previ- j. j j 

ous nations. However, it is inconceiv¬ 
able that divine legislation should differ 
greatly over such issues since humans 
— their nature and their instincts—are 
(he same as they were before, and since 
the five prime objectives of Sharia are 
also unchanged. One of these objectives 
includes the protection of lineage by 
ensuring that children are bom within 
6 ami y es(a W'shment. (The four 




37 





fhen‘ lil1g 


,.„ e0 n* h,i “ 




the pf° teCl '° n t 

are Idpr»P efty ' ) 

,llect an° F 

.,theSui^ ah 
. „ re frofl 1tn 

.. *a rW 
rAb dulldl" bn A1T “ 

ssSss# 

Allah be I 




^ iJI 


SZ£?~*« 

n en.» (Muslim) 

The aforementioned hadith indicates 

hat such a level of intermixing is per- 
nissible when there is no seclusion (one 
nan and one woman alone together) and 
hey are safe from temptation; that is, 
he man and the woman are known to be 
lious and chaste. (The latter condition 
ias been taken from the principles and 
•ther accounts of the Sunnah.) 
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not be prevented from frequenting the 

houses of the Great Master, the Noble 
Lord, the Merciful and Beloved, Glori¬ 
ous be the Most High in His Majesty . ^ ^ 

There is also no doubt, however, that V 

coming to mosques leads to some level 
of intermixing with men, because the 
women's rows, even if they are behind 
the men’s rows, are not very far from 
them. 
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It was reported from Sahl ibn Sa‘d 


«Indeed, I saw the men tying their izars 
(garments which are worn wrapped 
around the lower half of the body) 
around their necks like little boys, due to 
the shortness of the izars (when praying) 
behmd the Prophet ( 0 ). So someone 
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said: O you women, do nc* r;liv 
tieads until the men nse * (Muslim ? 
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^<lt was reported on the authority of /Kb** 

Hurayrah (*%): " -*• *-* w 

A rnan came to Allah's Messenger «1 3 ® .5^ 
(^) and said: VerU *1 am hungry and 

exhausted. # ^ ' 

S o he ($®) sent to one of his wives < for ^ 1 - 

food), but she said: By Him Who sem — 

you with the truth, l have nothing but >--- 

water. * > 

• - 

Then, he sent to another (wife), and 
she said something similar, until all of 
them had said the same thing: No, by a 
H im Who sent you with the truth, 1 have 
nothing but water. 

So he (3®) said: Who will host this man 
tonight? May Allah have meicy on him. 

A man from the Ansar (the Muslim citi¬ 
zens of Madinah who gave refuge to the 
Prophet (3f§) and the other Muslim emi- ' 
grants from Makkah) stood up and said: 

1 will, O Messenger of Allah, 

He headed with him to his house and 
asked his wife: Do you have anything' 
She replied: Nothing but my children s 
food. 
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He said: Then distract them tthe chil¬ 
dren) with something, and v.hen our 
guest enters, put out the lamp and 
make it look like we are eating. When 
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It could be argued that this was 
before the verses of hijab were revealed. 
The response is that the full hijab as 
will be proven later — was legislated 
as an obligation on the Mothers of the 
Believers and as a recommendation for 
others. This issue is a matter of schol¬ 
arly debate, as is well-known. Besides, 
the Mothers of the Believers went for 
Hajj (the major pilgrimage to the Sacred 
Mosque in Makkah, to be undertaken 

by every able Muslim at least once in 
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of Allah (^) who proposed t° • - , , « , 

Allah’s Messenger (jg) proposed to ;c j^ k jbLi' Jjrl *dJ’ Jr- 1 t 

me on behalf of his freed slave, Usamah ’• 

ibn Zayd. 1 had been told that Allah's V' f' A * ’ JUj ’ J* 3 

Messenger (jg) had said: Whoever u~ •: ^ 

loves me, let him love Usamah. So „ „ ^ ^ ' 

when Allah’s Messenger (^) spoke & 4^^ j* ^ 

to me, 1 told him: Mv affair is in vnnr l* i • A *, ^ 
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dates, called Ibn Tab, and she gave us ■ ^ gj , ^ ^ 

a drink made from a type of grain ! ^ 

asked her about a woman who has .Uadi y Ij>> 

been divorced three times and where 
she should spend her waiting period. 

(Muslim) 

This woman, UmmShareek, used to idUCiil UliJu dL^i fl 

be inundated with visitors, and she was . . 


29 Abu ‘Amr Amir ibn Sharaheel ash-Sha‘bi (19-103AH) was one of the greatest narrators 
of Hadith from the generation of the tabi'oon (those who knew or met any of the Com¬ 
panions and transmitted hadiths from them). He was called ‘the leader of the believers’ 
in terms of being a scholar of Hadith, which is the highest ranking amongst the scholars 
of that discipline. He was bom in Kufa (currently in Iraq). 
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aid: 0 Messenger of Allah, beseech 
h to make me one of them. 

rnyed for her and then laid his head 
rti again and slept. Then he woke 
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Upon landing, she fell from her mount 

and died.» (Muslim) 
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Here we see that Allah’s Messenger 

(g|) slept at this woman’s house — in 
the presence of others, of course and 

she was asking him if she could be one 
of those who ride the open sea, waging 
war. He did not condemn her for that. 
On the contrary, he prayed for her as 
she asked, and Allah (&) accepted his 
prayer. As for the claim that he is special 
in this regard, there is no evidence of 
that. The basic principle (the default) 
is that the ruling is general. The fact is 
that he is like a father to the believers; 



«Verily, I am like a father to you; I teach 
you...» (A sound hadith recorded by 
Abu Dawood) 
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He harbored compassion and affec- 

tafor .hem and remained commtoed 
to their welfare. The same leBi s i atl0 n 

applied to him as it did to evetyone else 
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According to the hadith, it is permissi¬ 
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son’s body that must be screened from 
public view). 37 

It was reported on the authority of 
Yahya ibn Abi Sulaym, who said: I saw 
Samra 1 bint Nuhayk — a woman who 

lived during He lifetime of the Prophet 

<D - wearing a thick, fiill-body 
garment and a thick, elaborate headcov- 
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J7 Ahmad ibn ‘Ali al-‘Asa l‘ ru - 

Muiub ud-Deen al-Khateeb (Beirut^ns ^ B< * ri Sharif Saheeh al-Bukhari, ed. 
' uar al-Ma'rifah, n.d.), 9:251 
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perhaps this point of view (despite 

the exaggeration involved) bears 
some semblance of truth when 
the separation between the sexes 
becomes extreme, leading to con¬ 
strained pathways to marriage. 
However, the objectors might say 
that we have not seen intermixing 
prevent any sexual desire and intense 

need for the opposite sex in permis¬ 
sive societies. On the contrary, it has 

only added to their chaos. In such 
societies, the rates of divorce and 
marital infidelitv an H d 
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2. Intermixing provides an opportunity 

for a man to get to know a woman (in 
order to propose marriage) while she 
is commuting on the same route or 
is present at the same university or 
workplace; the percentage of unmar¬ 
ried women is rising in certain con¬ 
servative societies due to the fact 
that few men can actually get to 
know women. 


This conclusion is not entirely sound, 
due to multiple factors that affect the 
testing of the hypothesis. One could 
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him self acquired knowledge 

hundred women. Where are 

those women in our time? If one 

were to ask, “And where are the men 
who are like them?’' there would be 
an element of truth to the objection. 
Nonetheless, it is no secret that the 
level of women's education and 
general knowledge has declined to 
a far greater extent. 
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48 Ibn Khuzaymah declared this hadith to be weak, but al-Albani graded it sound. 
w Abu 'Abdullah Sufyan ibn Sa‘eed ibn Masrooq ath-Thawri (97-161 AH) was one of the 
greatest of the generation after the tabi‘oon. He was called ‘the leader of the believers’ 
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69 Shams ud-Deen Abu ‘Abdullah Muhammad ibn Abi Bakr, known as Ibn al-Qayyim, 
was a Hanbali jurist and a student of Imam Ibn Taymiyah. He was an erudite encyclo¬ 
paedic researcher and one of the greatest reformers and scholars, given to devotion. He 
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,-oman, her Lord (fc) defended 

supported her argument with 

c verses to be recited until the 

this world. Her case has been 

alized, for even the name of this 

of the Qur’an (Chapter 58, al- 

hh) reminds us of her. 
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should not wear perfume or 

t draws attention for being 
unique. In a hadith. 

vent Allah’s slave-women 
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Abu Dawood added: 

«Let them go out without wearing 
perfume.w 80 

An-Nawawi said, “...meaning 
unscented [and the hadiths on this 
topic are many], and because if she 
wears perfume and attractive, distinc¬ 
tive clothing, this invites corruption .” 81 
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First of all, without a doubt, one’s 
Wod and the implications of con- 
(Mining to or rejecting certain practices 
mightaffecttbe Islamic ruling. Waiving 
the Islamic penal code can only be done 
tag exceptional circumstances, such 
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uwhat Imam Ibn Taymiyah 86 (may 
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‘touch’ is a homonym, having more than 
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afore mentioned narration of‘A’ishah 

(A) about when she refrained horn 

kissing the black stone, in which we 
find that “...when they wanted to enter 
the House, they used to stand (wait fot 
a while) until the men had come out...” 

Lowering the gaze 

The Most High has said: 

((Tell the believing men to reduce 
[some] of their vision and guard their 
private parts. That is purer for them. 
Indeed, Allah is Acquainted with what 
they do. And tell the believing women 
to reduce [some] of their vision and 
guard their private parts ...j* (Q w - ’an 
24:30-31) 
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Thus, no one should look at the 
‘awrah of another, look with desire, or 
repeat a coincidental glance, without 
need. 

Avoiding indecency and 
joking around 
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The Prophet ($) joked with a 
woman about her husband, saying 
(according to his biographers): Your 
husband is the one whose eyes are white 
(customarily meaning blinded by cata- 
racts, but he meant the normal white of 
the eye). 

There is disagreement over this 
hadith, as al-Traqi mentioned in his 
revision and annotation of Ihyd ’ Vloom 
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4 (j u ide to Male-Female Interaction in Islam 

Minding the principle of 

women abiding in their 
homes and that their 

homes need them 

It is permissible for a woman to leave 
her home to study, work or fulfill other 
needs, as per the following hadith: 

«When the maternal aunt of Jabir 
(may Allah be pleased with them) was 
divorced, and she wanted to leave her 
home to attend to her palm trees, a man 
reprimanded her for going out during 
her waiting period. 

She went to the Prophet (^g), 
who told her: No, attend to your date 
palms (it said pick, and she was most 
likely going to observe the picking), 
for perhaps you will give charity or do 

something good.» (Muslim) 

However, even if women are per- 

mitted to go outside the home to work 
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What we have mentioned is the 
correct stance, for certainly the gath¬ 
ering of men and women in close 
proximity ; or with their bodies touch¬ 
ing, pressed up against one another, is 
among the causes of temptation and 
arousal of desire. I implore my broth¬ 
ers and sisters not to fall prey to what 
the mainstream media and some of the 
public claims about self-restraint; they 
declare any degree of intermixing to be 
manageable and without any harm. 
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The nature of the 
interaction 

Without doubt, there is a difference 
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Another need is acquiring education, 
but in this matter, people frequently fall 
into either excess or laxity, and this is 
nothing new. 

In fact, Ibn al-Jawzi (may Allah have 
mercy on him) said: 

It is a form of innovation in the 
religion for motivational speakers, 
who discuss the religion primar¬ 
ily through storytelling, to gather 

men and women together; strange 

and shocking things occur in these 
gatherings from the intermixing 
°f women and men, to the women 

raising their voices while shouting 


ipJUJl oUrUJ' 

J by* U jS4\ II* J 

tJbJbnj dJDi j' 

U loli» :aAJI dr?' ^ 

Jl> J\j f-LJl j* 

l^a y *.j £*aJI 

*Ul jjjj JU-*l~JI y 

jS> y]\j 

'^1 ^ 

OApUj lf>jj jib o^-_/>-J ^d 

M JLL Uj oJivaij Cf 



•*» 


\ »** 

- r* ,s 

» j- 


\ 


, no' weve . t ’ y .. 

.iSI 

r ««'- J »» l ' > ■ ^ 

I '-<tor. ^ ^ i-j 


^ elf.u 11 ^ 0 ke ep' n S tier ■ <JjJ- ^ . 

^sP> SS '°aod intendin , S iu^' ^ £ . 

^ fro^ 6 ' id notj« stt ° f l»U* 

/‘ V hau ssa ' ’ he matter •f 4 * ' > ^ ^ ^ . 

'ip** 


h* f° r e """ r,0 being k 
iihetl° se ° a We° niJ ' „ 

i^tlssortbee^ 6 

f**£*» w ?. ^ 1J 

#*« a ' Vay wreinforces^ edleSS ' 

'*" lttS °! y nneforget thehere ' 

0,nl f However, *e s P eaker 
# nd remind them of 

ssss-r 

^tteigaorantneedtoknow 

^ing their religion and the fact 

ibtmostof the people have strayed 
inn the straight path. How rarely 

• 1 These 


does this happen nowadays; n 
motivational speakers today only 
busy themselves by remembering 
Zulaykha 111 and Prophets Joseph 
(I) and Moses (HO and the 
mountain, and reciting love poetry. 

HfTlPP ___il _ _ 


-,auuiuiu 6 mcsc gauicm 

"^harmful than beneficial. 


IS 


iT b ! takenintoconsidera - 

™®, accordini> tr, n,_ _i . . 




^ W asthe^ ' --------------_ ~ w f**- 





,<#*»>*** 

ficdir- whether • , , .11 1 

--■r.'SS-'*' 


,s,ncd !rher 3 H(i > l,e S,U ' 
iorof ** 1 ' 10 ii>[nan y»a)-sf° r 
!B d«d. there )edge they 

;kmg l,a dl . mm j n o|e»ith 

without having B m ' n ' 
sacrifice their moW- 

following illustrates a con 
diaeram of a study room m a 
The partition would be optional 
spite the feet that w e consider it 

min the prayer room. 


^\pyr. -- 

g jAfA J■j-j* o* r ^ 1 o* s» 
jj. yj “J'VJ C° cM .^ 1 

.pUJD 


jl U iJj 


/►!> 

Partition lopnonal) 



The idea that we have mentioned 
here — teaching men and women 
together in the mosque — is condi¬ 
tional upon the need to teach women. It 

is acceptable when students are mature 

and rational. 


ers in co-education 
would be possible t 
m ost verily akin to ft 
P e °Ple m Westerns! 

t0v vake up to the d 
intermixing during 


pLjJIj Jb>-jJl \j^’z U 

O-UJJ Loj| Jlj>-Lw«»oJl ^9 
Uup JJj jJJiS'j 
Ul t ( j-i9UJl 0 

^ oUaI yJ\j 

<*iUS jU p ojJLfiJl £-a 

• v-Ja>Jl Js> jUl |»l 

^ 3 *** fjd J* 

Vjlfll «sldl 0 

t** - " °l st .oijuj t j 


97 



/ t he six'h 

s olu^ oft 

in vaf*° uS 


e of‘ heA ^ jA 

co«f* ren 




n *"*f IjJ 

>«< ‘< J ^ ^ 
l.c aCtU' ,*dl ,V . 1 J 


ft0 0.P eOp ‘ a ndg' rls - ^ ^ t^J'j 

S ep» ,ate c essh asaCtU H 1/ ' . . 

A*,&»*•** .|U , It 

a gre» tr L" l M ust 

isss-* ^ 

observed and a keen effort ^ 

aintain distance between ■ ^)\ f UI j ^ • 

f men and women. This ^ t n, 

. an d women j J \ * 

■If the hostess ^ ^ ^ ^ 

£>j ci^r'j jUaaN' 

Jl_p-Nl p\ J> >^JIJ J^SM O' 

.A 3 Lsi>l P 


the men to oring 
hem, as done by 
juld be no harm 
/ance of propri- 
^ering the gaze 
he other gender 


to be recog- 


1 the custom 
man to 
woman 
















V 




1 


*•*** 


,fct* lk 


lrttf' h ' 


iiorf 


nisia* 


—css 5 «s£: 

woman 

^’ S 1 S ^P^ 

^ss-rss 

ean " nS ‘" V ffii t t invested in stay,ng 


^^^eMuslim com»unW« « 

^r^tiomforwomenon 

^l^ofpubHc transportanon 

£££■**"**" 
and honor. 

The following is an importairt AMJA 
resolution regarding women travelling 

«,thout a mahnm to attend an Islamic 

conference or the like. 

The default is that the woman is 
not to travel except with a husband or 
a mahram relative. It is permissible 
though, with the consent of the husband 
or guardian, the availability of trustwor¬ 
thy companionship, and the absence of 
doubt (temptation), for the woman to 
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there is a mahram for her at her desti¬ 
nation or she is secure of harm therein. 

[End of AMJ A resolution] 
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the hadith that it is permissible to use a - i JJ * bdl 

screen when needed. tA ^ 

The Mothers of the Believers used to ^ *LJl c/ 

pray with the rest of the women in the 
mosque of the Messenger of Allah (|j|). 
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house of Allah (&)• 

Some readers might object, saying 

that I am contradicting myself. On the 

one handJ have stated that preventing 

women from going to mosques on the 
pretext that circumstances have changed 
is not justified; on the other hand, I have 
recommended the use of screens. Yet 
the difference between the two matters 
should be obvious; the first was prohib¬ 
ited by the Messenger of Allah ( 0 ) in 
very clear terms; in contrast, his Sunnah 
specified that the second was recom¬ 
mended and even obligatory when 
necessary. 
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